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IN THE CLAIMS: 



^V^^^ 1. (Currently Amended) A signal y|)rocessing device for multiplexing first and 
second bit streams , each of said first and second bit streams being formatted in accordance with a 
different standard, comprising: 

a dividing means for dividing said second bit stream into predetermined units; 
an adding means for adding a startycode in a format corresponding to the standard of said 
first bit stream to each of said units obtained by dividing said second bit stream; and 

a multiplexing means for definmg a user operable region in said first bit stream and 

/ / 

multiplexing and recording at least part of said second bit stream on said user operable region. 



2. (Original) The signal processing device according to claim 1, wherein said start code 
includes time information and s/id multiplex means multiplexes and records said first and 
second bit streams having same time information. 



3. (Original) The signal processing device according to claim 2, wherein said time 

/ 

information is the display time when the bit streams are displayed or the decoding time when the 
bit streams are decoded. 



4. (Original) The signal processing device according to claim 1, wherein said dividing 
means divides said second bit stream into units of frames or those of a plurality of frames. 



/ 
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5. (Currently Amended) A signal processing miethod for multiplexing first and 
second bit streams , each of said first and second bit streams being formatted in accordance with a 
different standard, comprising: 

a dividing step for dividing said second bit stream into predetermined units; 

an adding step for adding a start code in a K>rmat corresponding to the standard of said 



J,. 



first bit stream to each of said units obtained by dmding said second bit stream; and 

a multiplexing step for defining a user/ operable region in said first bit stream and 
multiplexing and recording at least part of saidiecond bit stream on said user operable region. 



6, (Original) The signal processmg method according to claim 5, wherein said start 
code includes time information and say multiplex step multiplexes and records said first and 
second bit streams having same time information. 



7. (Original) The signal processing method according to claim 6, wherein said time 
information is the display time w^*^ the bit streams are displayed or the decoding time when the 
bit streams are decoded, 

8. (Original) The signal processing method according to claim 5, wherein said dividing 
step divides said second bi^stream into units of fi^ames or those of a plurality of frames. 



9. (Currently Amended) A recording medium storing a program for multiplex first 
and second bit stream/, each of said first and second bit streams being formatted in accordance 
with a different standard, said program comprising: 
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a dividing step for dividing said second bit sti/eam into predetermined units; 
an adding step for adding a start code in a/format corresponding to the standard of said 
first bit stream to each of said units obtained by dividing said second bit stream; and 

a multiplexing step for defining a user operable region in said first bit stream and 



r 



multiplexing and recording at least part of said second bit stream on said user operable region. 



10. (Original) The recording mediumi according to claim 9, wherein said dividing step 
divides said second bit stream into units of frames or those of a plurality of fi-ames. 



11. (Currently Amended) A decoding device adapted to decode d e coding a 
multiplexed bit stream conforming to a first standard format obtained by defining a user operable 
region in a first bit stream and multimexing and recording at least part of a second bit stream 
conforming to a second standard format different from said first standard format, said second bit 
stream also conforming to a syntax of said first standard format, on said user operable region, 
said decoding device comprising: ^ 

a means for detecting tne user operable region in said multiplexed bit stream and 
extracting the data contained iiysaid user operable region; 

a converting means for conducting a predetermined converting operation on said data 
contained in said user operable region and restoring the second bit stream; and 

a decoding means for decoding said first bit stream contained in said multiplex bit stream 
except said user operable /egion and said second bit stream. 



4 



00146642 



PATENT 
450100-02802 



12. (Currently Amended) A decoding method adapted to decode d e coding a 
multiplexed bit stream conforming to a first standard format obtained by defining a user operable 



region in a first bit stream and multiplexing an^ recording at least part of a second bit stream 
conforming to a second standard format different fi:'om said first standard format, said second bit 



/ 

lid firs 



stream also conforming to a syntax of said first standard format, on said user operable region, 
said decoding method comprising: 

a step for detecting the user operabFe region in said multiplexed bit stream and extracting 
the data contained in said user operable region; 

/ ... 

a step for conducting a predetermined converting operation on said data contained in said 

user operable region and restoring the second bit stream; and 

/ 

a step for decoding said first^it stream contained in said multiplex bit stream except said 

user operable region and said second bit stream. 

/ 

i 

13. (Currently Amended) A recording medium storing a program for decoding a 

/ 

multiplexed bit stream conforming to a first standard format obtained by defining a user operable 
region in a first bit stream and multiplexing and recording at least part of a second bit stream 



conforming to a second standard format different from said first standard format, said second bit 
stream also conforming to/ a syntax of said first standard format, on said user operable region, 

/ 

said program compnsmg^;/ 

a step for detecting the user operable region in said multiplexed bit stream and extracting 
the data contained in said user operable region; 

a step for con/ucting a predetermined converting operation on said data contained in said 
user operable region^and restoring the second bit stream; and 
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a step for decoding said first bit stream contained jfi said multiplex bit stream except said 
user operable region and said second bit stream. 

14. (New) The signal processing apparatus of claim 1, wherein said units of said 
second bit stream conform to a syntax of said standard of said first bit stream. 

15. (New) The signal processing apparatus of claim 14, wherein said units of said 
second bit stream cannot be processed by a processor for processing said first bit stream. 

16. (New) The signal processing apparatus of claim 15, wherein said standard of said 
first bit stream is MPEG 2. 

17. (New) The signal processing apparatus of claim 16, wherein said units of said 
second bit stream are formatted to contain an integer number of bits that is a multiple of eight. 

18. (New) The signal processing apparatus of claim 16, wherein said units of said 
second bit stream are formatted to/ontain 23 or less consecutive bits having a value of zero. 

19. (New) The signal processing method of claim 5, wherein said units of said 
second bit stream conform to /a syntax of said standard of said first bit stream. 

20. (New) The/signal processing method of claim 19, wherein said units of said 
second bit stream cannot pe processed by a processor for processing said first bit stream. 
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21. (New) The signal processing method of clainyZO, wherein said standard of said 
first bit stream is MPEG 2. / 

22. (New) The signal processing method m claim 21, wherein said units of said 
second bit stream are formatted to contain an integer^number of bits that is a multiple of eight. 

23. (New) The signal processing method of claim 21, wherein said units of said 
second bit stream are formatted to contain 23 pr less consecutive bits having a value of zero. 

24. (New) The recording medium of claim 9, wherein said units of said second bit 
stream conform to a syntax of said standard of said first bit stream. 

25. (New) The recording medium of claim 24, wherein said units of said second bit 
stream cannot be processed by a OTOcessor for processing said first bit stream. 

26. (New) The re/ording medium of claim 25, wherein said standard of said first bit 
stream is MPEG 2. / 

27. (New) The recording medium of claim 26, wherein said units of said second bit 
stream are formatted/o contain an integer number of bits that is a multiple of eight. 
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28. (New) The recording medium ofj&ldrn265 wherein said units of said second bit 

f ^ 

stream are formatted to contain 23 or Jgss consecutive bits having a value of zero. 
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